
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

The Third Sunday of Advent 

Morning Prayer 

Sunday, December 13, 2020 

9:00am 

 

All Are Welcome to St. John’s!  

We are glad you are here! 

 

 

Facebook Live on St. John’s  

Conference Call: (978) 990-5000; Access Code: 893082 
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 (Per the Bishop, currently we will not be singing during services) 

 

THE PRELUDE Savior of the Nations, Come 

 J. S. Bach 

 

WELCOME 

 

THE CONFESSION 
Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of Almighty God our 

heavenly Father, to set forth his praise, to hear his holy Word, and to ask, for 

ourselves and on behalf of others, those things that are necessary for our life 

and our salvation. And so that we may prepare ourselves in heart and mind to 

worship him, let us be in silence, and with penitent and obedient hearts confess 

our sins, that we may obtain forgiveness by his infinite goodness and mercy. 

 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 

word and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 

as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name.  Amen. 

 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep 

us in eternal life.   

Amen 

 

THE INVITATORY AND PSALTER 
Lord, open our lips.  

And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

THE VENITE  PSALM 95: 1-7 
 

The earth is the Lord’s for he made it: Come let us adore him. 

Come, let us sing to the Lord; * 

    let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. 

Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving * 

    and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 

For the Lord is a great God, * 
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    and a great King above all gods. 

In his hand are the caverns of the earth, * 

    and the heights of the hills are his also. 

The sea is his, for he made it, * 

    and his hands have molded the dry land. 

  

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, * 

    and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 

    For he is our God, 

and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. * 

    Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 

 

THE JUBILATE  PSALM 100 
 

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; * 

 serve the Lord with gladness 

 and come before his presence with a song. 

Know this: The Lord himself is God; * 

 he himself has made us, and we are his; 

 we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving; 

go into his courts with praise; * 

 give thanks to him and call upon his Name. 

For the Lord is good; 

his mercy is everlasting; * 

 and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 

 

THE APPOINTED PSALM AND LESSONS  
 

Canticle 3: The Song of Mary, Magnificat,  Luke 1: 46-50 

 

R.  My soul rejoices in my God. 

 

1). My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord. My spirit rejoices in God my 

Savior. 

     For He has looked upon His lowly servant; From this day all generations will 

call me blessed. 

2). The Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is His name. 

     He has mercy on those who fear Him. He has mercy on those who fear 

Him, in every generation. 
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3). He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich He has sent away 

empty. 

     He has come to the help of His servant Israel, for He has remembered 

His promise of Mercy. 

 

Glory to The Father and to The Son and to The Holy Spirit. As it was in the 

beginning, is now and will be forever. Amen 

 

THE FIRST LESSON A Reading from the Book of Amos 9: 11-15 

On that day I will raise up the booth of David that is fallen, and repair 

its breaches, and raise up its ruins, and rebuild it as in the days of old; in order 

that they may possess the remnant of Edom and all the nations who are called 

by my name, says the Lord who does this. 

The time is surely coming, says the Lord, when the one who ploughs shall 

overtake the one who reaps, and the treader of grapes the one who sows the 

seed; the mountains shall drip sweet wine, and all the hills shall flow with it. I will 

restore the fortunes of my people Israel, and they shall rebuild the ruined cities 

and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and drink their wine, and they 

shall make gardens and eat their fruit. I will plant them upon their land, and 

they shall never again be plucked up out of the land that I have given them, 

says the Lord your God. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

CANTICLE 9: THE FIRST SONG OF ISAIAH Ecce, Deus, Isaiah 12 :2-6 
 

Surely, it is God who saves me; * 

  I will trust in him and not be afraid. 

For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, * 

  and he will be my Savior. 

Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing * 

  from the springs of salvation. 

And on that day you shall say, * 

  Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name; 

Make his deeds known among the peoples; * 

  see that they remember that his Name is exalted. 

Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, * 

  and this is known in all the world. 
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Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, * 

  for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen 

 

THE SECOND READING 

 A Reading from the Second Letter of Paul to the Thessalonians 2: 1-3, 13-17 

 

As to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered together to 

him, we beg you, brothers and sisters, not to be quickly shaken in mind or 

alarmed, either by spirit or by word or by letter, as though from us, to the effect 

that the day of the Lord is already here. Let no one deceive you in any way; 

for that day will not come unless the rebellion comes first and the lawless one is 

revealed, the one destined for destruction. 

But we must always give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters beloved 

by the Lord, because God chose you as the first fruits for salvation through 

sanctification by the Spirit and through belief in the truth. For this purpose he 

called you through our proclamation of the good news, so that you may 

obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. So then, brothers and sisters, stand 

firm and hold fast to the traditions that you were taught by us, either by word 

of mouth or by our letter. 

Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and 

through grace gave us eternal comfort and good hope, comfort your hearts 

and strengthen them in every good work and word. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

CANTICLE 21: YOU ARE GOD Te Deum laudamus 
 

You are God: we praise you; 

You are the Lord: we acclaim you; 

You are the eternal Father: 

All creation worships you. 

To you all angels, all the powers of heaven,  

Cherubim and Seraphim, sing in endless praise:  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

The glorious company of apostles praise you. 

The noble fellowship of prophets praise you. 

The white-robed army of martyrs praise you.  



6 

 

Throughout the world the holy Church acclaims you;  

Father, of majesty unbounded, 

your true and only Son, worthy of all worship,  

and the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide.  

You, Christ, are the king of glory,  

the eternal Son of the Father. 

When you became man to set us free  

you did not shun the Virgin’s womb.  

You overcame the sting of death  

and opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers.  

You are seated at God’s right hand in glory. 

We believe that you will come and be our judge.  

Come then, Lord, and help your people,  

bought with the price of your own blood,  

and bring us with your saints 

to glory everlasting.  

 

THE THIRD READING A Reading from the Gospel of John 5: 30-47 

I can do nothing on my own. As I hear, I judge; and my judgement is just, 

because I seek to do not my own will but the will of him who sent me. 

 

‘If I testify about myself, my testimony is not true. There is another who testifies 

on my behalf, and I know that his testimony to me is true. You sent messengers 

to John, and he testified to the truth. Not that I accept such human testimony, 

but I say these things so that you may be saved. He was a burning and shining 

lamp, and you were willing to rejoice for a while in his light. But I have a 

testimony greater than John’s. The works that the Father has given me to 

complete, the very works that I am doing, testify on my behalf that the Father 

has sent me. And the Father who sent me has himself testified on my behalf. 

You have never heard his voice or seen his form, and you do not have his word 

abiding in you, because you do not believe him whom he has sent. 

 

‘You search the scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal 

life; and it is they that testify on my behalf. Yet you refuse to come to me to 

have life. I do not accept glory from human beings. But I know that you do not 

have the love of God in you. I have come in my Father’s name, and you do 

not accept me; if another comes in his own name, you will accept him. How 

can you believe when you accept glory from one another and do not seek 

the glory that comes from the one who alone is God? Do not think that I will 

accuse you before the Father; your accuser is Moses, on whom you have set 
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your hope. If you believed Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote about 

me. But if you do not believe what he wrote, how will you believe what I say?’ 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
THE SERMON The Rev’d Deacon Geri Swanson 

 

THE REMARKS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

THE ORGAN VOLUNTARY A Rose Breaks Into Bloom 

 Brahms 

 

THE GLORY TO GOD Gloria in excelsis 
 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, 

heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are 

seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. For you alone are 

the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus 

Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

THE APOSTLE’S CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

    creator of heaven and earth;  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

        and born of the Virgin Mary.  

    He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

        was crucified, died, and was buried.  

    He descended to the dead.  

    On the third day he rose again.  

    He ascended into heaven,  

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

    He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

    the holy catholic Church,  

    the communion of saints,  

    the forgiveness of sins 
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    the resurrection of the body,  

    and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS  
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray 

 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those  

who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE SUFFRAGES 
  

V. Show us your mercy, O Lord; 

R. And grant us your salvation. 

V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness;  

R. Let your people sing with joy.  

 V.  Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;  

R. For only in you can we live in safety. 

 V.  Lord, keep this nation under your care; 

R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth.  

V.  Let your way be known upon earth;  

R. Your saving health among all nations.   

V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;  

R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.   

V. Create in us clean hearts, O God;  

R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.   
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THE COLLECTS 
  

The Collect of the Day 

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, 

because we are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and 

mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, 

with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

A Prayer for Sundays 

O God, who makest us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious 

resurrection of thy Son our Lord: Grant us this day such blessing through our 

worship of thee, that the days to come may be spent in thy favor; through the 

same Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

A Prayer for Peace 

O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know you is eternal life 

and to serve you is perfect freedom: Defend us, your humble servants, in all 

assaults of our enemies; that we, surely trusting in your defense, may not fear 

the power of any adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

A Prayer for the Human Family 

O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your 

Son: Look with compassion on the whole human family; take away the 

arrogance and hatred which infect our hearts; break down the walls that 

separate us; unite us in bonds of love; and work through our struggle and 

confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; that, in your good time, all 

nations and races may serve you in harmony around your heavenly throne; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
  

I ask your prayers for God's people throughout the world; for our Bishop(s) 

Andrew, Allen and Mary; for this service; and for all ministers and people. 

Pray for the Church. 

Silence 
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I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the wellbeing 

of all people. 

Pray for justice and peace. 

Silence 

 

I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those 

in prison. 

Pray for those in any need or trouble. 

Silence 

 

I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of him.  

Pray that they may find and be found by him. 

Silence 

 

I ask your prayers for all who have died from COVID-19 and for all those who 

have died from an illness. 

Pray for those who have died. 

Silence 

 

I ask your prayers for those who suffer from any grief, trouble, or illness 

especially for Mother Rhoda, Fr. Roy Cole, Arthur Ellwell, Trevor Chase, Jennifer 

Sprosty, John Owens, Fr. Free, Nelly Johnson, Rev. Roslyn Dimerson, Maggie 

White, Violet Cheeks and all those on our prayer list and for all who are 

suffering from Covid-19. 

Pray for their healing. 

Silence 

 

Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored 

and whom we remember today. Pray that we may have grace to glorify 

Christ in our own day. 

Silence 

 

THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you 

humble thanks for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom 

you have made. We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the 

blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love in the 

redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and 

for the hope of glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your 

mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, not only 
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with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to your service, and by 

walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory 

throughout all ages.  

Amen.  

 

THE PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM  

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make 

our common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-

beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you 

will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may 

be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age 

to come life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

THE BLESSING 

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can 

ask or imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and 

in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen.    Ephesians 3:20,21 

 

THE RECESSIONAL Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding 

 

The POSTLUDE         Fugue in G Minor 

 J. S. Bach  
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S SERVICE 

  

Leader & Preacher  The Rev’d Deacon Geri Swanson 

Organist  Stephen Hetzel 

Cantor  Richard Sigona 

Lector  Edwina McCrimmon 

Crucifer  Allan Anderson 

 



12 

 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

ASSISTANCE OR PASTORAL CARE – during these challenging and difficult times, we know 

things can be difficult.  If you or a family member may be in need of assistance, have 

a prayer request or require pastoral care, please contact a member of The Vestry or 

call the Parish Office at (718) 447-1605 or Edwina McCrimmon at (347) 409-9892. 

 

WEEKLY EVENING PRAYER – please join us each Thursday night from 7pm-7:30pm for Evening 

Prayer via Conference Call. To access the call, please dial (978) 990-5000; Access 

Code: 893092. The service bulletin is sent via email and posted on the St. John’s website 

at www.stjohnssi.org under Service Schedule. Important note: If you are opened to 

leading Evening Prayer please prayerfully consider it and contact Edwina McCrimmon 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES – Sunday Services will be held at 9:00 AM only until further notice. Please 

share your concerns and feedback to The Vestry.  
 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE – will be held at 4:00 PM on Thursday, December 24, 2020. There 

will be no Christmas Day Service.  
 

OFFERINGS & PLEDGES – We thank you for your continued pledge/offering/contributions to 

St. John’s Church. Please continue to mail in your pledge and offering as you are able 

to. Your faithfulness, stewardship in the life and ministry of the church is greatly 

appreciated.  

Mail-in: St. John’s Church, 1333 Bay Street, Staten Island, NY 10305 Attn: Mrs. Carol 

Thaten.  

Electronic/On-line: You can safely and easily set-up your electronic/online 

pledge/offering via St. John’s Paypal account. Please use the link below to set-up your 

account today! https://www.stjohnssi.org/give-online-now  
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ANNOUNCEMENT FROM THE INTER-PARISH COUNCIL 

(STATEN ISLAND EPISCOPAL CHURCHES) 
 

CHRIST CHURCH NEW BRIGHTON 

Sunday, December 13 at 4:00 pm 

Tree lighting at Christ Church (76 Franklin Avenue, 10301) 

All are welcome! 

 

 

IPC VIRTUAL SERVICE 

Sunday, December 13 at 6:00 pm 

Joint zoom service to offer thanks for the Abolition of Slavery and to ask God's help in 

assuring always that Black Lives Matter 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3264594632?pwd=aXdPRk5tR2RZRmQ2YU91R0k2TUJOdz09 

15 

Meeting ID: 326 459 4632 

Passcode: DB9mD7 . 

 

 

ST. MARY’S CHURCH 

Sunday, December 20 at 4:00 pm 

Zoom Lessons and Carols offered by St. Mary's Church and Choir (music will be pre-

recorded). 

Zoom link will be sent closer to the event. 

All are welcome! 

 

 

IPC VIRTUAL SERVICE 

Sunday, January 10 at 4:00 pm 

Joint prayer service for the victims of Covid-19. 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3264594632?pwd=aXdPRk5tR2RZRmQ2YU91R0k2TUJOdz09 

Meeting ID: 326 459 4632 

Passcode: DB9mD7 
 

  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3264594632?pwd=aXdPRk5tR2RZRmQ2YU91R0k2TUJOdz09
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THE WAY OF LOVE DURING THIS ADVENT SEASON 
 

 

During this pandemic year, we may not be able to worship and fellowship in 

person, however, we continue to be THE CHURCH each day, especially now as 

we are approaching the first Sunday in Advent. For the season of Advent, let us 

continue our journey through the Way of Love offered by Bishop Michael Curry. 

At the beginning of each week, we will share with you and allow you to explore 

and reflect. In the Gospel of Luke, the readings provide a pattern for 

understanding how we can live the Way of Love as individuals, as family and 

friends, as a community (virtually) and in the world (once it’s safe). Each week, I 

invite you to take a moment to reach each of the below sessions as we all 

prepare our hearts and minds for the birth of Jesus Christ.  

 
 

Advent Three (Sunday, December 13) 

The Birth of John the Baptist: Journeying with Community 
 

*** 

 

Advent Four (Sunday, December 20) 

The Birth of Jesus: Journeying with the World 

 

 

 

 

The Vestry 

 
Michael Adams, Ray Gant, Susan Abraham-Jacob 

Vivian Murray, David Sprosty, Agnes Trinity 

 

Treasurer, Carol Thaten 

Assistant Treasurer, Elyne Padmore 

 

Edwina McCrimmon, Warden 

 

  



15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


