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Please join us on Thursday, September 2, from 7:00 PM-7:30 PM for Evening Prayer, Rite Two, 

led by Rick Rowe. We look forward to having you join us. 
Note: We invite you to light a candle during Evening Prayer. 

___________________________________________________________ 
 

CONFERENCE CALL: (978) 990-5000; PASSCODE: 893082 
 

Jesus said, "I am the light of the world; whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have 
the light of life." John 8:12 

Confession of Sin 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

Leader and People (together): Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry 
and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
Leader: Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen. 

 
The Invitatory and Psalter 
Leader: O God, make speed to save us. 
People: O Lord, make haste to help us. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and 
will be for ever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
O Gracious Light     Phos hilaron (together) 

Every Thursday  
at 7:00 PM 

St. John’s Church 

Online Weekly Evening Prayer, Rite Two 

  

Matthew 5:16: In the same way, let your light shine before others, 

so that they may see your good works and give glory to your 

Father who is in heaven. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5%3A16&version=ESV
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O gracious light, pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, O Jesus Christ, holy and 
blessed! Now as we come to the setting of the sun, and our eyes behold the vesper light, we sing 
your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, O Son of God, O Giver of Life, and to be 
glorified through all the worlds. 

 
Today’s Appointed Psalm and Lessons 

Psalm 37: Part II Novit Dominus 
19 The Lord cares for the lives of the godly, * and their inheritance shall last for ever. 
 
20 They shall not be ashamed in bad times, * and in days of famine they shall have enough. 
 
21 As for the wicked, they shall perish, * and the enemies of the Lord, like the glory of the 
meadows, shall vanish; they shall vanish like smoke. 

22 The wicked borrow and do not repay, * but the righteous are generous in giving. 
 
23 Those who are blessed by God shall possess the land, * but those who are cursed by him shall 
be destroyed. 
 
24 Our steps are directed by the Lord; * he strengthens those in whose way he delights. 
 
25 If they stumble, they shall not fall headlong, * for the Lord holds them by the hand. 
 
26 I have been young and now I am old, * but never have I seen the righteous forsaken, or 
their children begging bread.     
 
27 The righteous are always generous in their lending, * and their children shall be a blessing. 
 
28 Turn from evil, and do good, * and dwell in the land for ever. 
 
29 For the Lord loves justice; *he does not forsake his faithful ones. 
 
30 They shall be kept safe for ever, * but the offspring of the wicked shall be destroyed. 
 
31 The righteous shall possess the land * and dwell in it for ever. 
 
32 The mouth of the righteous utters wisdom, * and their tongue speaks what is right. 
 
33 The law of their God is in their heart, * and their footsteps shall not falter. 
 
34 The wicked spy on the righteous * and seek occasion to kill them. 

35 The Lord will not abandon them to their hand, * nor let them be found guilty when brought to 
trial. 
 
36 Wait upon the Lord and keep his way; * he will raise you up to possess the land, and 
when the wicked are cut off, you will see it. 
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37 I have seen the wicked in their arrogance, * flourishing like a tree in full leaf. 
 
38 I went by, and behold, they were not there; * I searched for them, but they could not be 
found. 
 
39 Mark those who are honest; observe the upright; * for there is a future for the peaceable. 
 
40 Transgressors shall be destroyed, one and all; * the future of the wicked is cut off. 
 
41 But the deliverance of the righteous comes from the Lord; * he is their stronghold in time of 
trouble. 
 
42 The Lord will help them and rescue them; * he will rescue them from the wicked and 
deliver them, because they seek refuge in him. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * as it was in the beginning, is 
now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
The First Lesson: A Reading from Job 12:1 and 14:1-22 (Agnes) 
12Then Job answered: 
14‘A mortal, born of woman, few of days and full of trouble, 2 comes up like a flower and withers, 
   flees like a shadow and does not last. 3 Do you fix your eyes on such a one?   Do you bring me 
into judgement with you? 4 Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? No one can. 
5 Since their days are determined, and the number of their months is known to you, and you have 
appointed the bounds that they cannot pass, 6 look away from them, and desist,* that they may 
enjoy, like labourers, their days. 
 
7 ‘For there is hope for a tree, if it is cut down, that it will sprout again, and that its shoots will not 
cease. 
8 Though its root grows old in the earth, and its stump dies in the ground, 9 yet at the scent of water 
it will bud    and put forth branches like a young plant. 10 But mortals die, and are laid low; humans 
expire, and where are they? 11 As waters fail from a lake, and a river wastes away and dries up, 12 so 
mortals lie down and do not rise again; until the heavens are no more, they will not awake or be 
roused out of their sleep. 13 O that you would hide me in Sheol, that you would conceal me until your 
wrath is past, that you would appoint me a set time, and remember me! 14 If mortals die, will they live 
again? All the days of my service I would wait until my release should come. 15 You would call, and I 
would answer you; you would long for the work of your hands. 16 For then you would not* number my 
steps, you would not keep watch over my sin; 17 my transgression would be sealed up in a bag, and 
you would cover over my iniquity. 
 
18 ‘But the mountain falls and crumbles away, and the rock is removed from its place; 19 the waters 
wear away the stones; the torrents wash away the soil of the earth; so you destroy the hope of 
mortals. 20 You prevail for ever against them, and they pass away; you change their countenance, 
and send them away. 21 Their children come to honour, and they do not know it; they are brought 
low, and it goes unnoticed. 22 They feel only the pain of their own bodies, and mourn only for 
themselves.’ 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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The Song of Simeon    Nunc Dimittis, Luke 2:29-32 
 
Lord, you now have set your servant free * 
    to go in peace as you have promised; 
For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, * 
    whom you have prepared for all the world to see: 
A Light to enlighten the nations, * 
    and the glory of your people Israel. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
The Second Lesson:  A Reading from the Book of Acts 12:18-25 (Esabel) 
18 When morning came, there was no small commotion among the soldiers over what had become 
of Peter. 19When Herod had searched for him and could not find him, he examined the guards and 
ordered them to be put to death. Then he went down from Judea to Caesarea and stayed there. 
 
20 Now Herod* was angry with the people of Tyre and Sidon. So they came to him in a body; and 
after winning over Blastus, the king’s chamberlain, they asked for a reconciliation, because their 
country depended on the king’s country for food. 21On an appointed day Herod put on his royal robes, 
took his seat on the platform, and delivered a public address to them. 22The people kept shouting, 
‘The voice of a god, and not of a mortal!’ 23And immediately, because he had not given the glory to 
God, an angel of the Lord struck him down, and he was eaten by worms and died. 
 
24 But the word of God continued to advance and gain adherents. 25Then after completing their 
mission Barnabas and Saul returned to* Jerusalem and brought with them John, whose other name 
was Mark. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of John 9:1-17 (Rick) 
9As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, 
this man or his parents, that he was born blind?’ 3Jesus answered, ‘Neither this man nor his parents 
sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. 4We* must work the works 
of him who sent me* while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the 
world, I am the light of the world.’ 6When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with 
the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7saying to him, ‘Go, wash in the pool of Siloam’ 
(which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. 8The neighbours and 
those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, ‘Is this not the man who used to sit and 
beg?’ 9Some were saying, ‘It is he.’ Others were saying, ‘No, but it is someone like him.’ He kept 
saying, ‘I am the man.’ 10But they kept asking him, ‘Then how were your eyes opened?’ 11He 
answered, ‘The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, “Go to Siloam 
and wash.” Then I went and washed and received my sight.’ 12They said to him, ‘Where is he?’ He 
said, ‘I do not know.’ 
13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it was a sabbath day 
when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how 
he had received his sight. He said to them, ‘He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I 
see.’ 16Some of the Pharisees said, ‘This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.’ 
But others said, ‘How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?’ And they were divided. 17So 
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they said again to the blind man, ‘What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.’ He said, 
‘He is a prophet.’ 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
**Reflections on the reading** 
 
The Apostles' Creed (together) 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
The Prayers 
Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us pray. 
 

Leader and People (together) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Suffrage A 
V.    Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R.    And grant us your salvation. 
V.    Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
R.    Let your people sing with joy. 
V.    Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R.    For only in you can we live in safety. 
V.    Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
R.    And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
V.    Let your way be known upon earth; 
R.    Your saving health among all nations. 
V.    Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R.    Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
V.    Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R.    And sustain us by your Holy Spirit. 
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(Leader) A Collect for Peace: Most holy God, the source of all good desires, all right judgements, 
and all just works: Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, so that our 
minds may be fixed on the doing of your will, and that we, being delivered from the fear of all enemies, 
may live in peace and quietness; through the mercies of Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen. 
 
(Leader) A Collect for Aid against Perils: Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in your great 
mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of your only Son, our Savior 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
(Leader) A Collect for Protection: O God, the life of all who live, the light of the faithful, the strength 
of those who labor, and the repose of the dead: We thank you for the blessings of the day that is 
past, and humbly ask for your protection through the coming night. Bring us in safety to the morning 
hours; through him who died and rose again for us, your Son our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
(Leader) A Collect for the Presence of Christ: Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and 
the day is past; be our companion in the way, kindle our hearts, and awaken hope, that we may know 
you as you are revealed in Scripture and the breaking of bread. Grant this for the sake of your 
love. Amen. 
 
Leader: Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your 
angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the 
dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your love's sake. Amen. 
 
**Friends, who can we pray for tonight? Let us offer up our intercessions & thanksgivings** 

 
The General Thanksgiving (together) 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks for all your 
goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. We bless you for our creation, 
preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love in the 
redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may 
show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
 

(Leader) A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplication 
to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered 
together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions 
as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 
Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen.    2 Corinthians 13:14 

Thank you all and have a restful night and rest of the week. 

 


