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Please join us on Thursday, October 8 at 7:00pm for Evening Prayer, Rite Two, 
led by Edwina (Winnie) Martin. 

Note: We invite you to light a candle 

Leader: I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel; my heart teaches me, night after night. I have 
set the Lord always before me; because he is at my right hand, I shall not fall.    Psalm 16:7,8 

Confession of Sin 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

Leader and People (together): Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry 
and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
Leader: Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen. 

 
The Invitatory and Psalter 
Leader: O God, make speed to save us. 
People: O Lord, make haste to help us. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
O Gracious Light     Phos hilaron (together) 
O gracious light, pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, O Jesus Christ, holy and 
blessed! Now as we come to the setting of the sun, and our eyes behold the vesper light, we sing 
your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, O Son of God, O Giver of Life, and to be 
glorified through all the worlds. 
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Today’s Appointed Psalm and Lessons 

Psalm 134 Ecce nunc (responsively) 
 
1 Behold now, bless the Lord, all you servants of the Lord, * you that stand by night in the house of 
the Lord. 
 
2 Lift up your hands in the holy place and bless the Lord; * the Lord who made heaven and 
earth bless you out of Zion. 

Psalm 135 Laudate nomen (responsively) 
 
1 Hallelujah! Praise the Name of the Lord; * give praise, you servants of the Lord. 
 
2 You who stand in the house of the Lord, * in the courts of the house of our God. 
 
3 Praise the Lord, for the Lord is good; * sing praises to his Name, for it is lovely. 
 
4 For the Lord has chosen Jacob for himself * and Israel for his own possession. 
 
5 For I know that the Lord is great, * and that our Lord is above all gods. 
 
6 The Lord does whatever pleases him, in heaven and on earth, * in the seas and all the 
deeps. 
 
7 He brings up rain clouds from the ends of the earth; * he sends out lightning with the rain, and 
brings the winds out of his storehouse. 
 
8 It was he who struck down the firstborn of Egypt, * the firstborn both of man and beast. 
 
9 He sent signs and wonders into the midst of you, O Egypt, * against Pharaoh and all his servants. 
 
10 He overthrew many nations * and put mighty kings to death: 
 
11 Sihon, king of the Amorites, and Og, the king of Bashan, * and all the kingdoms of Canaan. 
 
12 He gave their land to be an inheritance, * an inheritance for Israel his people. 

13 O Lord, your Name is everlasting; * your renown, O Lord, endures from age to age. 
 
14 For the Lord gives his people justice * and shows compassion to his servants. 
 
15 The idols of the heathen are silver and gold, * the work of human hands. 
 
16 They have mouths, but they cannot speak; * eyes have they, but they cannot see. 
 
17 They have ears, but they cannot hear; * neither is there any breath in their mouth. 
 
18 Those who make them are like them, * and so are all who put their trust in them. 
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19 Bless the Lord, O house of Israel; * O house of Aaron, bless the Lord. 
 
20 Bless the Lord, O house of Levi; * you who fear the Lord, bless the Lord. 
 
21 Blessed be the Lord out of Zion, * who dwells in Jerusalem. Hallelujah! 

The First Lesson: A Reading from the book of Micah 3:1-8 (Elyne) 

3And I said: Listen, you heads of Jacob and rulers of the house of Israel! Should you not know 
justice?— 2 you who hate the good and love the evil, who tear the skin off my people,*  and the flesh 
off their bones; 3 who eat the flesh of my people, flay their skin off them, break their bones in pieces, 
and chop them up like meat* in a kettle, like flesh in a cauldron. 

4 Then they will cry to the LORD, but he will not answer them; he will hide his face from them at that 
time, because they have acted wickedly. 5 Thus says the LORD concerning the prophets who lead my 
people astray, who cry ‘Peace’ when they have something to eat, but declare war against those 
who put nothing into their mouths. 6 Therefore it shall be night to you, without vision, and darkness to 
you, without revelation. The sun shall go down upon the prophets, and the day shall be black 
over them; 7 the seers shall be disgraced, and the diviners put to shame; they shall all cover their 
lips, for there is no answer from God. 8 But as for me, I am filled with power, with the spirit of the LORD, 
and with justice and might, to declare to Jacob his transgression and to Israel his sin. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
The Song of Simeon    Nunc Dimittis, Luke 2:29-32 (together) 
Lord, you now have set your servant free * 
    to go in peace as you have promised; 
For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, * 
    whom you have prepared for all the world to see: 
A Light to enlighten the nations, * 
    and the glory of your people Israel. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
The Second Lesson:  A Reading from the Book of Acts 24:1-23 (Esabel) 

24Five days later the high priest Ananias came down with some elders and an attorney, a certain 
Tertullus, and they reported their case against Paul to the governor. 2When Paul* had been 
summoned, Tertullus began to accuse him, saying: ‘Your Excellency,* because of you we have long 
enjoyed peace, and reforms have been made for this people because of your foresight. 3We welcome 
this in every way and everywhere with utmost gratitude. 4But, to detain you no further, I beg you to 
hear us briefly with your customary graciousness. 5We have, in fact, found this man a pestilent fellow, 
an agitator among all the Jews throughout the world, and a ringleader of the sect of the 
Nazarenes.* 6He even tried to profane the temple, and so we seized him.* 8By examining him yourself 
you will be able to learn from him concerning everything of which we accuse him.’ 

9 The Jews also joined in the charge by asserting that all this was true. 
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10 When the governor motioned to him to speak, Paul replied: ‘I cheerfully make my defence, 
knowing that for many years you have been a judge over this nation. 11As you can find out, it is not 
more than twelve days since I went up to worship in Jerusalem. 12They did not find me disputing with 
anyone in the temple or stirring up a crowd either in the synagogues or throughout the city. 13Neither 
can they prove to you the charge that they now bring against me. 14But this I admit to you, that 
according to the Way, which they call a sect, I worship the God of our ancestors, believing everything 
laid down according to the law or written in the prophets. 15I have a hope in God—a hope that they 
themselves also accept—that there will be a resurrection of both* the righteous and the 
unrighteous. 16Therefore I do my best always to have a clear conscience towards God and all 
people. 17Now after some years I came to bring alms to my nation and to offer sacrifices. 18While I 
was doing this, they found me in the temple, completing the rite of purification, without any crowd or 
disturbance. 19But there were some Jews from Asia—they ought to be here before you to make an 
accusation, if they have anything against me. 20Or let these men here tell what crime they had found 
when I stood before the council, 21unless it was this one sentence that I called out while standing 
before them, “It is about the resurrection of the dead that I am on trial before you today.” ’ 

22 But Felix, who was rather well informed about the Way, adjourned the hearing with the comment, 
‘When Lysias the tribune comes down, I will decide your case.’ 23Then he ordered the centurion to 
keep him in custody, but to let him have some liberty and not to prevent any of his friends from taking 
care of his needs. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Luke 7:36-50 (Winnie) 

36 One of the Pharisees asked Jesus* to eat with him, and he went into the Pharisee’s house and 
took his place at the table. 37And a woman in the city, who was a sinner, having learned that he was 
eating in the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster jar of ointment. 38She stood behind him at his 
feet, weeping, and began to bathe his feet with her tears and to dry them with her hair. Then she 
continued kissing his feet and anointing them with the ointment. 39Now when the Pharisee who had 
invited him saw it, he said to himself, ‘If this man were a prophet, he would have known who and 
what kind of woman this is who is touching him—that she is a sinner.’ 40Jesus spoke up and said to 
him, ‘Simon, I have something to say to you.’ ‘Teacher,’ he replied, ‘speak.’ 41‘A certain creditor had 
two debtors; one owed five hundred denarii,* and the other fifty. 42When they could not pay, he 
cancelled the debts for both of them. Now which of them will love him more?’ 43Simon answered, ‘I 
suppose the one for whom he cancelled the greater debt.’ And Jesus* said to him, ‘You have 
judged rightly.’ 44Then turning towards the woman, he said to Simon, ‘Do you see this woman? I 
entered your house; you gave me no water for my feet, but she has bathed my feet with her tears 
and dried them with her hair. 45You gave me no kiss, but from the time I came in she has not 
stopped kissing my feet. 46You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with 
ointment. 47Therefore, I tell you, her sins, which were many, have been forgiven; hence she has 
shown great love. But the one to whom little is forgiven, loves little.’ 48Then he said to her, ‘Your 
sins are forgiven.’ 49But those who were at the table with him began to say among themselves, 
‘Who is this who even forgives sins?’ 50And he said to the woman, ‘Your faith has saved you; go in 
peace.’ 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

**Reflections on the readings** 
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The Apostles' Creed (together) 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
The Prayers 
Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us pray. 
 

Leader and People (together) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Suffrage A 
V.    Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R.    And grant us your salvation. 
V.    Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
R.    Let your people sing with joy. 
V.    Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R.    For only in you can we live in safety. 
V.    Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
R.    And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
V.    Let your way be known upon earth; 
R.    Your saving health among all nations. 
V.    Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R.    Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
V.    Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R.    And sustain us by your Holy Spirit. 
 
 
(Leader) A Collect for Aid against Perils: Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in your great 
mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of your only Son, our Savior 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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(Leader) A Prayer for our Country: Almighty God, who hast given us this good land for our 
heritage: We humbly beseech thee that we may always prove ourselves a people mindful of thy favor 
and glad to do thy will. Bless our land with honorable industry, sound learning, and pure manners. 
Save us from violence, discord, and confusion; from pride and arrogance, and from every evil way. 
Defend our liberties, and fashion into one united people the multitudes brought hither out of many 
kindreds and tongues. Endue with the spirit of wisdom those to whom in thy Name we entrust the 
authority of government, that there may be justice and peace at home, and that, through obedience 
to thy law, we may show forth thy praise among the nations of the earth. In the time of prosperity, fill 
our hearts with thankfulness, and in the day of trouble, suffer not our trust in thee to fail; all which we 
ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
(Leader) A Collect for Protection: O God, the life of all who live, the light of the faithful, the strength 
of those who labor, and the repose of the dead: We thank you for the blessings of the day that is 
past, and humbly ask for your protection through the coming night. Bring us in safety to the morning 
hours; through him who died and rose again for us, your Son our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

(Leader) A Collect for Social Justice: Almighty God, who created us in your image: Grant us grace 
fearlessly to contend against evil and to make no peace with oppression; and, that we may reverently 
use our freedom, help us to employ it in the maintenance of justice in our communities and among 
the nations, to the glory of your holy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

(Together) A Prayer for the Human Family: O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed 
us through Jesus your Son: Look with compassion on the whole human family; take away the 
arrogance and hatred which infect our hearts; break down the walls that separate us; unite us in 
bonds of love; and work through our struggle and confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; 
that, in your good time, all nations and races may serve you in harmony around your heavenly throne; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Leader: Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your 
angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the 
dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your love's sake. Amen. 
 
**Friends, who can we pray for tonight? Let us offer up our intercessions & thanksgivings** 

• Prayers for the reposed souls of over 211,000 souls who have died from Covid-19. We pray 
for their grieving families. 

• Prayers for Rick Rowe, John Owens, Mother Rhoda, Fr. Jerry Keucher, Fr. Lewis Marshall, 
Franklin Trinity, Jay Torchio and for all those who may be suffering in mind, body and spirit. 

• Prayers for all those who may feel alone, feel hopeless or are in despair 

• Prayers for students, teachers, principals, school staff and parents as schools are in session 
both in -person or remotely 

• Prayers for the St. John’s search committee as they review candidate resumes a Priest-In-
Charge  
 

The General Thanksgiving (together) 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks for all your 
goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. We bless you for our creation, 
preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love in the 
redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may 
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show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
 

(Leader) A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplication 
to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered 
together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions 
as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 
Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Leader: Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or 
imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and 
ever. Amen.   Ephesians 3:20,21 

 
 

Have a restful night! 

 


