
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please join us on Thursday, January 28 at 7:00pm for Evening Prayer, Rite Two 

led by Rick Rowe. 

Note: We invite you to light a candle 

 

Leader:  I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel; my heart teaches me, night after 
night. I have set the Lord always before me; because he is at my right hand, I 
shall not fall.    Psalm 16:7,8 

 
THE CONFESSION OF SIN 

Leader:  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Silence may be kept. 
 

All:  Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For 
the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that 
we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
Name. Amen. 

 
Leader:  Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep 
us in eternal life.  

All:  Amen. 

 
  

Welcome  
to 

St. John’s Episcopal Church 
EVENING PRAYER 

7:00 PM 
  
 

Conference Call Dial-in (978) 990-5000 
Access Code: 893082 

 

 



THE INVITATORY AND PSALTER 

Leader:  O God, make speed to save us. 
All: O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 

Please recite together. 
 

O GRACIOUS LIGHT:  PHOS HILARON 

O gracious light, pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, O Jesus 
Christ, holy and blessed! Now as we come to the setting of the sun, and our eyes 
behold the vesper light, we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit. 
 

You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, O Son of God, O Giver 
of Life, and to be glorified through all the worlds. 
 

TODAY’S APPOINTED PSALM AND LESSONS 
 
PSALM 118 
 

1 
 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; * 
 his mercy endures for ever. 
2 
 Let Israel now proclaim, * 
 "His mercy endures for ever." 
3 
 Let the house of Aaron now proclaim, * 
 "His mercy endures for ever." 
4 
 Let those who fear the Lord now proclaim, * 
 "His mercy endures for ever." 
5 
 I called to the Lord in my distress; * 
 the Lord answered by setting me free. 
6 
 the Lord is at my side, therefore I will not fear; * 
 what can anyone do to me? 
7 
 the Lord is at my side to help me; * 
 I will triumph over those who hate me. 
8 
 It is better to rely on the Lord * 
 than to put any trust in flesh. 
  



9 
 It is better to rely on the Lord * 
 than to put any trust in rulers. 
10 
 All the ungodly encompass me; * 
 in the Name of the Lord I will repel them. 
11 
 they hem me in, they hem me in on every side; * 
 in the name of the Lord I will repel them. 
12 
 they swarm about me like bees; 
 they blaze like a fire of thorns; * 
 in the name of the Lord I will repel them. 
13 
 I was pressed so hard that I almost fell, * 
 but the Lord came to my help. 
14 
 the Lord is my strength and my song, * 
 and he has become my salvation. 
15 
 there is a sound of exultation and victory * 
 in the tents of the righteous: 
16  
 "The right hand of the Lord has triumphed! * 
 the right hand of the Lord is exalted! 
 the right hand of the Lord has triumphed!" 
17 
 I shall not die, but live, * 
 and declare the works of the Lord. 
18 
 the Lord has punished me sorely, * 
 but he did not hand me over to death. 
19 
 Open for me the gates of righteousness; * 
 I will enter them; 
 I will offer thanks to the Lord. 
20 
 "This is the gate of the Lord; * 
 he who is righteous may enter." 
21 
 I will give thanks to you, for you answered me * 
 and have become my salvation. 
22 
 the same stone which the builders rejected * 
 has become the chief cornerstone. 
  



23  
 This is the Lord's doing, * 
 and it is marvelous in our eyes. 
24 
 On this day the Lord has acted; * 
 we will rejoice and be glad in it. 
25 
 Hosanna, Lord, hosanna! * 
 Lord, send us now success. 
26 
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord; * 
 we bless you from the house of the Lord. 
27 
 God is the Lord; he has shined upon us; * 
 form a procession with branches up to the horns of the altar. 
28 
 "You are my God, and I will thank you; * 
 you are my God, and I will exalt you." 
29 
 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; * 
 his mercy endures for ever. 
 
THE FIRST LESSON: A READING FROM THE BOOK OF THE PROPHET ISAIAH 49: 13-23 
 

Sing for joy, O heavens, and exult, O earth; break forth, O mountains, into singing! For 
the Lord has comforted his people, and will have compassion on his suffering ones. 
 

But Zion said, ‘The Lord has forsaken me, my Lord has forgotten me.’ Can a woman 
forget her nursing-child, or show no compassion for the child of her womb? Even these 
may forget, yet I will not forget you. See, I have inscribed you on the palms of my hands; 
your walls are continually before me. Your builders outdo your destroyers, and those who 
laid you waste go away from you. Lift up your eyes all around and see; they all gather, 
they come to you. As I live, says the Lord, you shall put all of them on like an ornament, 
and like a bride you shall bind them on. 
 

Surely your waste and your desolate places and your devastated land—surely now you 
will be too crowded for your inhabitants, and those who swallowed you up will be far away. 
The children born in the time of your bereavement will yet say in your hearing: ‘The place 
is too crowded for me; make room for me to settle.’ Then you will say in your heart, ‘Who 
has borne me these? I was bereaved and barren, exiled and put away—so who has 
reared These? I was left all alone—where then have these come from?’ 
 

Thus says the Lord God: I will soon lift up my hand to the nations, and raise my signal to 
the peoples; and they shall bring your sons in their bosom, and your daughters shall be 
carried on their shoulders. Kings shall be your foster-fathers, and their queens your 
nursing-mothers. With their faces to the ground they shall bow down to you, and lick the 
dust of your feet. Then you will know that I am the Lord; those who wait for me shall not 
be put to shame. 



 

Leader:  The Word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Please recite together. 
 

THE SONG OF SIMEON:  NUNC DIMITTIS, LUKE 2:29-32  
 

Lord, you now have set your servant free * 
    to go in peace as you have promised; 
For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, * 
    whom you have prepared for all the world to see: 
A Light to enlighten the nations, * 
    and the glory of your people Israel. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
THE SECOND LESSON:  A READING FROM GALATIANS 3: 1-14 

You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? It was before your eyes that Jesus Christ 
was publicly exhibited as crucified! The only thing I want to learn from you is this: Did you 
receive the Spirit by doing the works of the law or by believing what you heard? Are you 
so foolish? Having started with the Spirit, are you now ending with the flesh? Did you 
experience so much for nothing?—if it really was for nothing. Well then, does God supply 
you with the Spirit and work miracles among you by your doing the works of the law, or 
by your believing what you heard? 
 

Just as Abraham ‘believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness’, so, you 
see, those who believe are the descendants of Abraham. And the scripture, foreseeing 
that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, declared the gospel beforehand to Abraham, 
saying, ‘All the Gentiles shall be blessed in you.’ For this reason, those who believe are 
blessed with Abraham who believed. 
 

For all who rely on the works of the law are under a curse; for it is written, ‘Cursed is 
everyone who does not observe and obey all the things written in the book of the 
law.’ Now it is evident that no one is justified before God by the law; for ‘The one who is 
righteous will live by faith.’ But the law does not rest on faith; on the contrary, ‘Whoever 
does the works of the law will live by them.’ Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law 
by becoming a curse for us—for it is written, ‘Cursed is everyone who hangs on a 
tree’— in order that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, 
so that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. 
 

Leader:  The Word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
A READING FROM THE GOSPEL OF MARK 6: 30-46 

The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had done and taught. He 
said to the m, ‘Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and rest a while.’ For 
many were coming and going, and they had no leisure even to eat. And they went away 



in the boat to a deserted place by themselves. Now many saw them going and recognized 
the m, and they hurried there on foot from all the towns and arrived ahead of the m. As 
he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for the m, because they 
were like sheep without a shepherd; and he began to teach them many things. When it 
grew late, his disciples came to him and said, ‘This is a deserted place, and the hour is 
now very late; send them away so that they may go into the surrounding country and 
villages and buy something for themselves to eat.’ But he answered the m, ‘You give them 
something to eat.’ they said to him, ‘Are we to go and buy two hundred denarii worth of 
bread, and give it to them to eat?’ And he said to the m, ‘How many loaves have you? Go 
and see.’ When they had found out, they said, ‘Five, and two fish.’ Then he ordered them 
o get all the people to sit down in groups on the green grass. So they sat down in groups 
of hundreds and of fifties. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, 
and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to his disciples to set before the people; 
and he divided the two fish among them all. And all ate and were filled; and they took up 
twelve baskets full of broken pieces and of the fish. Those who had eaten the loaves 
numbered five thousand men. 
 

Immediately he made his disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side, to 
Bethsaida, while he dismissed the crowd. After saying farewell to the m, he went up on 
the mountain to pray. 
 

Leader:  The Word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 

**  REFLECTIONS ON THE READINGS  ** 

 
Please recite together. 
 

THE APOSTLES' CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
  



THE PRAYERS 

Leader:  The Lord be with you. 
All:  And also with you. 
Leader:  Let us pray. 
 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
SUFFRAGE A 

V.     Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R.     And grant us your salvation. 

V.     Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
R.     Let your people sing with joy. 

V.     Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R.     For only in you can we live in safety. 

V.     Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
R.     And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 

V.     Let your way be known upon earth; 
R.     Your saving health among all nations. 

V.     Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R.     Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 

V.     Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R.     And sustain us by your Holy Spirit. 
 
A PRAYER FOR PROTECTION:  

Leader: O God, the life of all who live, the light of the faithful, the strength of those who 
labor, and the repose of the dead: We thank you for the blessings of the day 
that is past, and humbly ask for your protection through the coming night. Bring 
us in safety to the morning hours; through him who died and rose again for us, 
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ. 

All:  Amen. 
  
  



A PRAYER FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE:  

Leader: Almighty God, who created us in your image: Grant us grace fearlessly to 
contend against evil and to make no peace with oppression; and, that we may 
reverently use our freedom, help us to employ it in the maintenance of justice 
in our communities and among the nations, to the glory of your holy Name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

All:  Amen. 
 
A PRAYER FOR THE HUMAN FAMILY:  

All: O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus 
your Son: Look with compassion on the whole human family; take away 
the arrogance and hatred which infect our hearts; break down the walls 
that separate us; unite us in bonds of love; and work through our struggle 
and confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; that, in your good 
time, all nations and races may serve you in harmony around your 
heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Leader:  Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and 

give your angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give 
rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield 
the joyous; and all for your love's sake.  

All:  Amen. 
 

** Friends, who can we pray for tonight? Let us offer up our intercessions & 
thanksgivings  ** 

 

 Prayers for the repose of the souls of all who have died from Covid-19. We pray for 
their grieving families. 

 Prayers for Mother Rhoda, Arthur Ellwell, Trevor Chase, Jennifer Sprosty, John 
Owens, Fr. Free, Nelly Johnson, Rev. Roslyn Dimerson, Maggie White, Violet 
Cheeks the McCrimmon family and all those on our prayer list and for all those 
who may be suffering in mind, body and spirit. 

 Prayers for all those who may feel alone, hopeless or in despair 

 Prayers for all school students, teachers, principals, school staff and parents during 
these challenging times. 

 Prayers for all who are without a job, source of income or food insecurity 

 Prayers for our St. John’s and Canterbury House family  
 
  



THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING: 

All: Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you 
humble thanks for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all 
whom you have made. We bless you for our creation, preservation, and 
all the blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love in 
the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of 
grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness 
of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your 
praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to 
your service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness 
all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the 
Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

 
A PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM: 

Leader: Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make 
our common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-
beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will 
be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may 
be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age 
to come life everlasting.  

All: Amen. 
 
Leader: Let us bless the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Leader:  Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can 

ask or imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and 
in Christ Jesus for ever and ever.  

          Ephesians 3:20,21 
All: Amen.    
 
 
 

 
 
 

Have a restful night! 


