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Please join us on Thursday, August 6 from 7:00 PM-7:30 PM for Evening Prayer, Rite One, led by 

Edwina McCrimmon! We look forward to having you join us. 
Note: We invite you to light a candle or candles during Evening Prayer. 

___________________________________________________________ 
 

CONFERENCE CALL: (978) 990-5000; PASSCODE: 893082 
 

Feast of the Transfiguration 

 

Every Thursday  
at 7:00 PM 

St. John’s Church 

Online Weekly Evening Prayer, Rite One 

  

Matthew 5:16: In the same way, let your light shine before others, 

so that they may see your good works and give glory to your 

Father who is in heaven. 

Today we celebrate the occasion (recorded in M 17:1-8 = P 9:2-8 = L 9:28-36) 

on which Christ, as He was beginning to teach His disciples that He must die 

and rise again, revealed Himself in shining splendor to Peter, James, and John. 

Moses and Elijah were present, and are taken to signify that the Law and the 

Prophets testify that Jesus is the promised Messiah. God the Father also 

proclaimed him as such, saying, "This is my Beloved Son. Listen to him." For a 

moment the veil is drawn aside, and men still on earth are permitted a glimpse 

of the heavenly reality, the glory of the Eternal Triune God. 

In the East, the Festival of the Transfiguration has been celebrated since the 

late fourth century, and is one of the twelve great festivals of the East Orthodox 

calendar.  

 In the West it was observed after the ninth century by some monastic orders, and in 1457 Pope Callistus III 

ordered its general observance. At the time of the Reformation, it was still felt in some countries to be a 

"recent innovation," and so was not immediately taken over into most Reformation calendars, but is now 

found on most calendars that have been revised in the twentieth century. A recent tendency in the West is to 

commemorate the Transfiguration on the Sunday just before Lent, in accordance with the pattern found in 

the Synoptics, where Jesus is represented as beginning to speak of his forthcoming death just about the time 

of the Transfiguration, so that it forms a fitting transition between the Epiphany season, in which Christ 
makes himself known, and the Lenten season, in which he prepares the disciples for what lies ahead. Whether 

observing the Transfiguration then will affect the observation of it on 6 August remains to be seen. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5%3A16&version=ESV
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Leader: Let my prayer be set forth in thy sight as the incense, and let the lifting up of my hands be 

an evening sacrifice. Psalm 141:2 

Confession of Sin 

Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God. 

Silence may be kept. 

Leader and People (together):Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred and strayed from thy 

ways like lost sheep, we have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts, we have 

offended against thy holy laws, we have left undone those things which we ought to have done, 

and we have done those things which we ought not to have done. But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 

spare thou those who confess their faults, restore thou those who are penitent, according to thy promises 

declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord; and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, that we 

may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen. 

Leader: The Almighty and merciful Lord grant us absolution and remission of all our sins, true 

repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of his Holy Spirit.   Amen. 

The Invitatory and Psalter 

Leader O God, make speed to save us. 

People O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will 

be for ever. Amen. 

O Gracious Light     Phos hilaron 

O gracious Light, pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! Now 

as we come to the setting of the sun, and our eyes behold the vesper light, we sing thy praises, O God: 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Thou art worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, O Son of God, O 

Giver of life, and to be glorified through all the worlds. 

 
Today’s Appointed Psalm and Lessons 

85 Benedixisti, Domine (read responsively) 

 

1 You have been gracious to your land, O Lord, *you have restored the good fortune of Jacob. 

2 You have forgiven the iniquity of your people *and blotted out all their sins. 

3 You have withdrawn all your fury *and turned yourself from your wrathful indignation. 

4 Restore us then, O God our Savior; *let your anger depart from us. 

5 Will you be displeased with us for ever? *will you prolong your anger from age to age? 

6 Will you not give us life again, *that your people may rejoice in you? 

7 Show us your mercy, O Lord, *and grant us your salvation. 

8 I will listen to what the Lord God is saying, *for he is speaking peace to his faithful people and to 

those who turn their hearts to him. 

9 Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him, *that his glory may dwell in our land. 

10 Mercy and truth have met together; *righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 

 



3 
 

11 Truth shall spring up from the earth, *and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 

12 The Lord will indeed grant prosperity, *and our land will yield its increase. 

13 Righteousness shall go before him, *and peace shall be a pathway for his feet. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will 

be for ever. Amen. 

 
The First Lesson: A Reading from Judges 8:22-35 (Elyne) 

22 Then the Israelites said to Gideon, ‘Rule over us, you and your son and your grandson also; for you have 

delivered us out of the hand of Midian.’ 23Gideon said to them, ‘I will not rule over you, and my son will not 

rule over you; the LORD will rule over you.’ 24Then Gideon said to them, ‘Let me make a request of you; each 

of you give me an ear-ring he has taken as booty.’ (For the enemy* had golden ear-rings, because they were 

Ishmaelites.) 25‘We will willingly give them,’ they answered. So they spread a garment, and each threw into it 

an ear-ring he had taken as booty. 26The weight of the golden ear-rings that he requested was one thousand seven 

hundred shekels of gold (apart from the crescents and the pendants and the purple garments worn by the kings 

of Midian, and the collars that were on the necks of their camels). 27Gideon made an ephod of it and put it in his 

town, in Ophrah; and all Israel prostituted themselves to it there, and it became a snare to Gideon and to his 

family. 28So Midian was subdued before the Israelites, and they lifted up their heads no more. So the land had 

rest for forty years in the days of Gideon. 

29 Jerubbaal son of Joash went to live in his own house. 30Now Gideon had seventy sons, his own offspring, for 

he had many wives. 31His concubine who was in Shechem also bore him a son, and he named him 

Abimelech. 32Then Gideon son of Joash died at a good old age, and was buried in the tomb of his father Joash 

at Ophrah of the Abiezrites. 

33 As soon as Gideon died, the Israelites relapsed and prostituted themselves with the Baals, making Baal-berith 

their god. 34The Israelites did not remember the LORD their God, who had rescued them from the hand of all 

their enemies on every side; 35and they did not exhibit loyalty to the house of Jerubbaal (that is, Gideon) in 

return for all the good that he had done to Israel. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The Song of Mary    Magnificat,  Luke 1:46-55 (together) 

My soul doth magnify the Lord, * 

    and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior. 

For he hath regarded * 

    the lowliness of his handmaiden. 

For behold from henceforth * 

    all generations shall call me blessed. 

For he that is mighty hath magnified me, * 

    and holy is his Name. 

And his mercy is on them that fear him * 

    throughout all generations. 

He hath showed strength with his arm; * 

    he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

He hath put down the mighty from their seat, * 

    and hath exalted the humble and meek. 

He hath filled the hungry with good things, * 

    and the rich he hath sent empty away. 

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel, * 

    as he promised to our forefathers, 

    Abraham and his seed for ever. 

javascript:void(0);
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Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

The Second Lesson: A Reading from Acts 4:1-12 (Esabel) 

4While Peter and John* were speaking to the people, the priests, the captain of the temple, and the Sadducees 

came to them, 2much annoyed because they were teaching the people and proclaiming that in Jesus there is the 

resurrection of the dead. 3So they arrested them and put them in custody until the next day, for it was already 

evening. 4But many of those who heard the word believed; and they numbered about five thousand. 

5 The next day their rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, 6with Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, 

John,* and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. 7When they had made the prisoners* stand 

in their midst, they inquired, ‘By what power or by what name did you do this?’ 8Then Peter, filled with the 

Holy Spirit, said to them, ‘Rulers of the people and elders, 9if we are questioned today because of a good deed 

done to someone who was sick and are asked how this man has been healed, 10let it be known to all of you, and 

to all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of 

Nazareth,* whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. 

 11This Jesus* is 

“the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; 

   it has become the cornerstone.”* 
12There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among mortals by which we 

must be saved.’ 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The Reading from John 1:43-51 (Edwina) 

43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, ‘Follow me.’ 44Now Philip was 

from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45Philip found Nathanael and said to him, ‘We have found him 

about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.’ 46Nathanael 

said to him, ‘Can anything good come out of Nazareth?’ Philip said to him, ‘Come and see.’ 47When Jesus saw 

Nathanael coming towards him, he said of him, ‘Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no 

deceit!’ 48Nathanael asked him, ‘Where did you come to know me?’ Jesus answered, ‘I saw you under the fig 

tree before Philip called you.’ 49Nathanael replied, ‘Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of 

Israel!’ 50Jesus answered, ‘Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see 

greater things than these.’ 51And he said to him, ‘Very truly, I tell you,* you will see heaven opened and the 

angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.’ 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The Song of Simeon     Nunc dimittis          Luke 2:29-32 (together) 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, * 

    according to thy word; 

For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, * 

    which thou hast prepared before the face of all people, 

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, * 

    and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
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The Apostles' Creed (together) 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  maker of heaven and earth; 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; 

    who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 

    born of the Virgin Mary, 

    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

    was crucified, dead, and buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead. 

    He ascended into heaven, 

    and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

    From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, 

    the holy catholic Church, 

    the communion of saints, 

    the forgiveness of sins, 

    the resurrection of the body, 

    and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

The Prayers 

Leader The Lord be with you. 

People And with thy Spirit. 

Leader Let us pray. 

 

Leader and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

    for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Suffrage B 

That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful, 

We entreat thee, O Lord. 

That thy holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill, 

We entreat thee, O Lord. 

That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses, 

We entreat thee, O Lord. 

That there may be peace to thy Church and to the whole world, 

We entreat thee, O Lord. 
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That we may depart this life in thy faith and fear, and not be condemned before the great judgment seat 

of Christ, 

We entreat thee, O Lord. 

That we may be bound together by thy Holy Spirit in the communion of all thy saints, entrusting one another 

and all our life to Christ, 

We entreat thee, O Lord. 

 

Today’s Collect: 

O God, who on the holy mount revealed to chosen witnesses your well-beloved Son, wonderfully transfigured, 

in raiment white and glistening: Mercifully grant that we, being delivered from the disquietude of this world, 

may by faith behold the King in his beauty; who with you, O Father, and you, O Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, 

one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

A Prayer for Aid against Perils: 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from all perils and dangers 

of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

A Collect for Protection: 

O God, who art the life of all who live, the light of the faithful, the strength of those who labor, and the repose 

of the dead: We thank thee for the timely blessings of the day, and humbly beseech thy merciful protection all 

the night. Bring us, we pray thee, in safety to the morning hours; through him who died for us and rose again, 

thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Leader: Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your angels charge 

over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, 

pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your love's sake. Amen. 

**Let us offer up intercessions and thanksgivings** 

The General Thanksgiving (together) 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we thine unworthy servants do give thee most humble and hearty thanks 

for all thy goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all men. We bless thee for our creation, preservation, and 

all the blessings of this life; but above all for thine inestimable love in the redemption of the world by our 

Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.  

 

And, we beseech thee, give us that due sense of all thy mercies, that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful; 

and that we show forth thy praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to thy 

service, and by walking before thee in holiness and righteousness all our days; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without 

end.  Amen. 

 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 

Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplication unto 

thee; and hast promised through thy well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name 

thou wilt be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of thy servants as may be best 

for us; granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth, and in the world to come life everlasting.     Amen. 

 

Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to him 

from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever.     Amen.     Ephesians 

3:20,21 

 

Praying God’s grace, peace and love be with you always! 
Have a restful night. 

 


