
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please join us on Thursday, January 21 at 7:00pm for Evening Prayer, Rite Two, 

led by Esabel Mariso. 

Note: We invite you to light a candle 

 

Leader:  I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel; my heart teaches me, night after 
night. I have set the Lord always before me; because he is at my right hand, I 
shall not fall.    Psalm 16:7,8 

 
THE CONFESSION OF SIN 

Leader:  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Silence may be kept. 
 

All:  Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For 
the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that 
we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
Name. Amen. 

 
Leader:  Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep 
us in eternal life.  

All:  Amen. 
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THE INVITATORY AND PSALTER 

Leader:  O God, make speed to save us. 
All: O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 

Please recite together. 
 

O GRACIOUS LIGHT:  PHOS HILARON 

O gracious light, pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, O Jesus 
Christ, holy and blessed! Now as we come to the setting of the sun, and our eyes 
behold the vesper light, we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit. 
 

You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, O Son of God, O Giver 
of Life, and to be glorified through all the worlds. 
 

TODAY’S APPOINTED PSALM AND LESSONS 
 
PSALM 37: 19-42 
 

19 
 The Lord cares for the lives of the godly, * 
 and their inheritance shall last for ever. 
20 
 They shall not be ashamed in bad times, * 
 and in days of famine they shall have enough. 
21 
 As for the wicked, they shall perish, * 
 and the enemies of the Lord, like the glory of 
 the meadows, shall vanish; 
 they shall vanish like smoke. 
22 
 The wicked borrow and do not repay, * 
 but the righteous are generous in giving. 
23 
 Those who are blessed by God shall possess the land, * 
 but those who are cursed by him shall be destroyed. 
24 
 Our steps are directed by the Lord; * 
 he strengthens those in whose way he delights. 
25 
 If they stumble, they shall not fall headlong, * 
 for the Lord holds them by the hand. 
  



26 
 I have been young and now I am old, * 
 but never have I seen the righteous forsaken, 
 or their children begging bread. 
27 
 The righteous are always generous in their lending, * 
 and their children shall be a blessing. 
28 
 Turn from evil, and do good, * 
 and dwell in the land for ever. 
29 
 For the Lord loves justice; * 
 he does not forsake his faithful ones. 
30 
 They shall be kept safe for ever, * 
 but the offspring of the wicked shall be destroyed. 
31 
 The righteous shall possess the land * 
 and dwell in it for ever. 
32 
 The mouth of the righteous utters wisdom, * 
 and their tongue speaks what is right. 
33 
 The law of their God is in their heart, * 
 and their footsteps shall not falter. 
34 
 The wicked spy on the righteous * 
 and seek occasion to kill the m. 
35 
 The Lord will not abandon them to their hand, * 
 nor let them be found guilty when brought to trial. 
36 
 Wait upon the Lord and keep his way; * 
 he will raise you up to possess the land, 
 and when the wicked are cut of f, you will see it. 
37 
 I have seen the wicked in their arrogance, * 
 flourishing like a tree in full leaf. 
38 
 I went by, and behold, they were not the re; * 
 I searched for the m, but they could not be found. 
39 
 Mark those who are honest; 
 observe the upright; * 
 for there is a future for the peaceable. 
  



40 
 Transgressors shall be destroyed, one and all; * 
 the future of the wicked is cut of f. 
41 
 But the deliverance of the righteous comes from the Lord; * 
 he is their stronghold in time of trouble. 
42 
 The Lord will help them and rescue the m; * 
 he will rescue them from the wicked and deliver the m, 
 because they seek refuge in him. 
 
THE FIRST LESSON: A READING FROM THE BOOK OF THE PROPHET ISAIAH 45: 5-17 
 

I am the Lord, and there is no other; besides me there is no god. I arm you, though you 
do not know me, so that they may know, from the rising of the sun and from the west, that 
there is no one besides me; I am the Lord, and there is no other. I form light and create 
darkness, I make weal and create woe; I the Lord do all these things. 
 

Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the skies rain down righteousness; let the earth 
open, that salvation may spring up, and let it cause righteousness to sprout up also; I the 
Lord have created it. 
 

Woe to you who strive with your Maker, earthen vessels with the potter! Does the clay 
say to the one who fashions it, ‘What are you making? or ‘Your work has no handles’? 
Woe to anyone who says to a father, ‘What are you begetting?’ or to a woman, ‘With what 
are you in labor?’ Thus says the Lord, the Holy One of Israel, and its Maker: Will you 
question me about my children, or command me concerning the work of my hands? I 
made the earth, and created humankind upon it; it was my hands that stretched out the 
heavens, and I commanded all their host. I have aroused Cyrus in righteousness, and I 
will make all his paths straight; he shall build my city and set my exiles free, not for price 
or reward, says the Lord of hosts. Thus says the Lord: The wealth of Egypt and the 
merchandise of Ethiopia, and the Sabeans, tall of stature, shall come over to you and be 
yours, they shall follow you; they shall come over in chains and bow down to you. They 
will make supplication to you, saying, ‘God is with you alone, and there is no other; there 
is no god besides him.’ Truly, you are a God who hides himself, O God of Israel, the 
Savior. All of them are put to shame and confounded, the makers of idols go in confusion 
together. But Israel is saved by the Lord with everlasting salvation; you shall not be put 
to shame or confounded to all eternity. 
 

Leader:  The Word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Please recite together. 
 

THE SONG OF SIMEON:  NUNC DIMITTIS, LUKE 2:29-32  
 

Lord, you now have set your servant free * 
    to go in peace as you have promised; 
For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, * 



    whom you have prepared for all the world to see: 
A Light to enlighten the nations, * 
    and the glory of your people Israel. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
THE SECOND LESSON:  A READING FROM EPHESIANS 5: 15-33 

Be careful then how you live, not as unwise people but as wise, making the most of the 
time, because the days are evil. So do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the 
Lord is. Do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit, as 
you sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, singing and making 
melody to the Lord in your hearts, giving thanks to God the Father at all times and for 
everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Be subject to one another out of reverence for Christ. 
 

Wives, be subject to your husbands as you are to the Lord. For the husband is the head 
of the wife just as Christ is the head of the church, the body of which he is the Savior. 
Just as the church is subject to Christ, so also wives ought to be, in everything, to their 
husbands. 
 

Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, 
in order to make her holy by cleansing her with the washing of water by the word, so as 
to present the church to himself in splendor, without a spot or wrinkle or anything of the 
kind—yes, so that she may be holy and without blemish. In the same way, husbands 
should love their wives as they do their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 
For no one ever hates his own body, but he nourishes and tenderly cares for it, just as 
Christ does for the church, because we are members of his body. ‘For this reason a man 
will leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two will become one 
flesh.’ This is a great mystery, and I am applying it to Christ and the church. Each of you, 
however, should love his wife as himself, and a wife should respect her husband. 
 

Leader:  The Word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
A READING FROM THE GOSPEL OF MARK 4: 21-34 

He said to them, ‘Is a lamp brought in to be put under the bushel basket, or under the 
bed, and not on the lampstand? For there is nothing hidden, except to be disclosed; nor 
is anything secret, except to come to light. Let anyone with ears to hear listen!’ And he 
said to them, ‘Pay attention to what you hear; the measure you give will be the measure 
you get, and still more will be given you. For to those who have, more will be given; and 
from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away.’ 

He also said, ‘The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground, 
and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does 
not know how. The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain 



in the head. But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the 
harvest has come.’ 

He also said, ‘With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we 
use for it? It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest 
of all the seeds on earth; yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all 
shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its 
shade.’ 

With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; he did 
not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his 
disciples. 
 

Leader:  The Word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 

**  REFLECTIONS ON THE READINGS  ** 

 
Please recite together. 
 

THE APOSTLES' CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS 

Leader:  The Lord be with you. 
All:  And also with you. 
Leader:  Let us pray. 
 

  



All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
SUFFRAGE A 

V.     Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R.     And grant us your salvation. 

V.     Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
R.     Let your people sing with joy. 

V.     Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R.     For only in you can we live in safety. 

V.     Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
R.     And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 

V.     Let your way be known upon earth; 
R.     Your saving health among all nations. 

V.     Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R.     Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 

V.     Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R.     And sustain us by your Holy Spirit. 
 
A PRAYER FOR PROTECTION:  

Leader: O God, the life of all who live, the light of the faithful, the strength of those who 
labor, and the repose of the dead: We thank you for the blessings of the day 
that is past, and humbly ask for your protection through the coming night. Bring 
us in safety to the morning hours; through him who died and rose again for us, 
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ. 

All:  Amen. 
  
A PRAYER FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE:  

Leader: Almighty God, who created us in your image: Grant us grace fearlessly to 
contend against evil and to make no peace with oppression; and, that we may 
reverently use our freedom, help us to employ it in the maintenance of justice 
in our communities and among the nations, to the glory of your holy Name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

All:  Amen. 
 
  



A PRAYER FOR THE HUMAN FAMILY:  

All: O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus 
your Son: Look with compassion on the whole human family; take away 
the arrogance and hatred which infect our hearts; break down the walls 
that separate us; unite us in bonds of love; and work through our struggle 
and confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; that, in your good 
time, all nations and races may serve you in harmony around your 
heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Leader:  Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and 

give your angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give 
rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield 
the joyous; and all for your love's sake.  

All:  Amen. 
 

** Friends, who can we pray for tonight? Let us offer up our intercessions & 
thanksgivings  ** 

 

 Prayers for the repose of the souls of all who have died from Covid-19. We pray for 
their grieving families. 

 Prayers for Mother Rhoda, Arthur Ellwell, Trevor Chase, Jennifer Sprosty, John 
Owens, Fr. Free, Nelly Johnson, Rev. Roslyn Dimerson, Maggie White, Violet 
Cheeks the McCrimmon family and all those on our prayer list and for all those 
who may be suffering in mind, body and spirit. 

 Prayers for all those who may feel alone, hopeless or in despair 

 Prayers for all school students, teachers, principals, school staff and parents during 
these challenging times. 

 Prayers for all who are without a job, source of income or food insecurity 

 Prayers for our St. John’s and Canterbury House family  
 
THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING: 

All: Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you 
humble thanks for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all 
whom you have made. We bless you for our creation, preservation, and 
all the blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love in 
the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of 
grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness 
of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your 
praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to 
your service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness 
all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the 
Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

 
  



A PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM: 

Leader: Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make 
our common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-
beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will 
be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may 
be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age 
to come life everlasting.  

All: Amen. 
 
Leader: Let us bless the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Leader:  Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can 

ask or imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and 
in Christ Jesus for ever and ever.  

          Ephesians 3:20,21 
All: Amen.    
 
 
 

 
 
 

Have a restful night! 


