
 

 

The Feast of St. John, the Evangelist 
Sunday, December 27, 2020 

9:00am 

All Are Welcome to St. John’s!  
We are glad you are here! 

Facebook Live on St. John’s  
Conference Call: (978) 990-5000; Access Code: 893082 



This Holy Eucharist is offered to the honour and glory of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit for the reposed soul of 

Father John Michael Crothers, SSC, 
rector of this parish from 1978 to 1999. 

The Christmastide altar flowers are given in memory of Father 
Crothers by Brian Orlick in Tarpon Springs, FL.
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The Holy Eucharist 
  (Per the Bishop, currently we will not be singing during services) 

PRELUDE BASSE ET DESSUS DE TROMPETTE 
 Clerambault 

(please stand as you are able)         
ORGAN PROCESSIONAL Divinum Mysterium 

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION 
Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen. 

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord.   
Amen. 

THE GLORIA  
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, 
heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you 
thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on 
us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. For you 
alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 

Shed upon your Church, O Lord, the brightness of your light, that we, being 
illumined by the teaching of your apostle and evangelist John, may so walk 
in the light of your truth, that at length we may attain to the fullness of 
eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

THE FIRST LESSON Exodus 33: 18-23 
Moses said to God, "Show me your glory, I pray." And he said, "I will make all 
my goodness pass before you, and will proclaim before you the name, 
`The Lord'; and I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show 
mercy on whom I will show mercy. But," he said, "you cannot see my face; for 
no one shall see me and live." And the Lord continued, "See, there is a place 
by me where you shall stand on the rock; and while my glory passes by I will 
put you in a cleft of the rock, and I will cover you with my hand until I have 
passed by; then I will take away my hand, and you shall see my back; but 
my face shall not be seen." 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

The Psalm: 92, Bonum est confiteri 

1  
 It is a good thing to give thanks to the Lord, * 
 and to sing praises to your Name, O Most High; 
2  
 To tell of your loving-kindness early in the morning * 
 and of your faithfulness in the night season; 
3  
 On the psaltery, and on the lyre, * 
 and to the melody of the harp. 
4  
 For you have made me glad by your acts, O Lord; * 
 and I shout for joy because of the works of your hands. 
5  
 Lord, how great are your works! * 
 your thoughts are very deep. 
6  
 The dullard does not know, 
 nor does the fool understand, * 
 that though the wicked grow like weeds, 
 and all the workers of iniquity flourish, 
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7  
 They flourish only to be destroyed for ever; * 
 but you, O Lord, are exalted for evermore. 
8  
 For lo, your enemies, O Lord,  
 lo, your enemies shall perish, * 
 and all the workers of iniquity shall be scattered. 
9  
 But my horn you have exalted like the horns of wild bulls; * 
 I am anointed with fresh oil. 
10  
 My eyes also gloat over my enemies, * 

and my ears rejoice to hear the doom of the wicked who rise up against 
me. 

11  
 The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree, * 
 and shall spread abroad like a cedar of Lebanon. 
12  
 Those who are planted in the house of the Lord * 
 shall flourish in the courts of our God; 
13  
 They shall still bear fruit in old age; * 
 they shall be green and succulent; 
14  
 That they may show how upright the Lord is, * 
 my Rock, in whom there is no fault. 

THE SECOND LESSON 1 John 1: 1-9 
We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what 
we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our 
hands, concerning the word of life-- this life was revealed, and we have seen 
it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father 
and was revealed to us-- we declare to you what we have seen and heard 
so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with 
the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. We are writing these things so that 
our joy may be complete. 

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God 
is light and in him there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship 
with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; 
but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with 
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one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say 
that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we 
confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

THE GOSPEL John 21: 19b-24 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
Glory to you, Lord Christ 

Jesus said to Peter, "Follow me." 
Peter turned and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following them; he was 
the one who had reclined next to Jesus at the supper and had said, "Lord, 
who is it that is going to betray you?" When Peter saw him, he said to Jesus, 
"Lord, what about him?" Jesus said to him, "If it is my will that he remain until I 
come, what is that to you? Follow me!" So the rumor spread in the 
community that this disciple would not die. Yet Jesus did not say to him that 
he would not die, but, "If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that 
to you?" 
This is the disciple who is testifying to these things and has written them, and 
we know that his testimony is true. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you Lord Christ. 

THE SERMON  The Rev’d. Mark Brown 

THE NICENE CREED (PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE) 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the 
only Son of God, Eternally begotten of the Father. God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten not made, of one Being with the 
Father. 

Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified 
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under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he 
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and 
is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of 
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son 
he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
Amen. 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
I ask your prayers for God's people throughout the world; for our Bishop(s) 
Andrew, Allen and Mary; for this gathering; and for all ministers and people. 
Pray for the Church. 
Silence 

I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-
being of all people. 

Pray for justice and peace. 
Silence 

I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those 
in prison. 
Pray for those in any need or trouble. 
Silence 

I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of him. Pray 
that they may find and be found by him.  
Silence 

I ask your prayers for the departed especially for those who have died from 
complications due to COVID-19 or other illness. 
Pray for those who have died. 
Silence 

I ask your prayers for those who suffer from any grief, trouble, or illness 
especially for Mother Rhoda, Arthur Ellwell, Trevor Chase, Jennifer Sprosty, 
John Owens, Fr. Free, Nelly Johnson, Rev. Roslyn Dimerson, Maggie White, 
Violet Cheeks and all those on our prayer list and for all who are suffering 
from Covid-19. 
Silence 
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I ask your prayers of thanksgiving for Christopher Gonzalez, Jr., Anthony 
Gonzalez, Anderson Greaker and Mark & Karen Fraser, who are celebrating 
their anniversary; also for all others celebrating birthdays; or anniversaries this 
week. 
Silence 

Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored 
and whom we remember today. Pray that we may have grace to glorify 
Christ in our own day. 
Silence 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully 
accept the prayers of your people and strengthen us to do your will; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

THE CONFESSION 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  For the 
sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may 
delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.  

THE ABSOLUTION 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 

THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

THE ANNOUNCEMENTS  

OFFERTORY VOLUNTARY  
 8



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING II 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life 
abundant. From before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved 
over the deep and brought all things into being: sun, moon, and stars; earth, 
winds, and waters; and every living thing. You made us in your image, and 
taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and wandered 
far away; and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not forget 
us. Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. And so this 
day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through 
eternity, lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing.  

THE SANCTUS  

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 

The Celebrant continues: 

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the 
power of sin and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked 
with favor upon Mary, your willing servant, that she might conceive and bear 
a son, Jesus the holy child of God. Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke 
bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good news 
to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were heedless 
of his call to walk in love. Then, the time came for him to complete upon the 
cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you. 

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took 
bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, 
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eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 
me.” 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to 
you, gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the 
new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of 
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, 
crucified and risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts 
of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living sacrifice. Pour out your Spirit upon 
these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ.  

Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the 
Body of Christ given for the world you have made. In the fullness of time bring 
us, with blessed Mary the god-bearer, St John and all your saints, from every 
tribe and language and people and nation, to feast at the banquet 
prepared from the foundation of the world. Through Christ and with Christ 
and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
God of promise, you have prepared a banquet for us, 
Happy are those who are called to the Supper of the Lamb. 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
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The gifts of God for the people of God.   

THE COMMUNION 

Note: As mandated by The Bishop, only the Celebrant will administer Communion (Bread 
Only). The Clergy’s hands have been properly washed and sanitized.  

Please wait to be directed. 

COMMUNION VOLUNTARY  

THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER  
Let us pray. 
Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual 
food of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the 
Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send 
us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as 
faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be 
honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

THE BLESSING 

ORGAN RECESSIONAL Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

THE DISMISSAL 
Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit  
Thanks be to God.   

THE POSTLUDE          
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PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S SERVICE 
  

Celebrant and Preacher  The Rev’d. Mark Brown 

Organist  Stephen Hetzel 



PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

ASSISTANCE OR PASTORAL CARE – during these challenging and difficult times, we 
know things can be difficult.  If you or a family member may be in need of 
assistance, have a prayer request or require pastoral care, please contact a 
member of The Vestry or call the Parish Office at (718) 447-1605  

WEEKLY EVENING PRAYER – please join us Tuesday night from 7pm-7:30pm for 
Evening Prayer via Conference Call. To access the call, please dial (978) 
990-5000; Access Code: 893092. The service bulletin is sent via email and 
posted on the St. John’s website at www.stjohnssi.org under Service Schedule. 
Important note: If you are opened to leading Evening Prayer please prayerfully 
consider it and contact a member of the Vestry. 

SUNDAY SERVICES – Sunday Services will be held at 9:00 AM only until further 
notice. Please share your concerns and feedback to The Vestry.  

OFFERINGS & PLEDGES – We thank you for your continued pledge/offering/
contributions to St. John’s Church. Please continue to mail in your pledge and 
offering as you are able to. Your faithfulness, stewardship in the life and ministry 
of the church is greatly appreciated.  

Mail-in: St. John’s Church, 1333 Bay Street, Staten Island, NY 10305 Attn: Mrs. 
Carol Thaten.  

Electronic/On-line: You can safely and easily set-up your electronic/online 
pledge/offering via St. John’s Paypal account. Please use the link below to set-
up your account today! https://www.stjohnssi.org/give-online-now  
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ANNOUNCEMENT FROM THE INTER-PARISH COUNCIL 
(STATEN ISLAND EPISCOPAL CHURCHES) 

IPC VIRTUAL SERVICE 
Sunday, January 10 at 4:00 pm 

Joint prayer service for the victims of Covid-19. 
Join Zoom Meeting https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3264594632?

pwd=aXdPRk5tR2RZRmQ2YU91R0k2TUJOdz09 
Meeting ID: 326 459 4632 

Passcode: DB9mD7 

The Vestry 

Michael Adams, Ray Gant, Susan Abraham-Jacob 
Vivian Murray, David Sprosty, Agnes Trinity 

Treasurer, Carol Thaten 
Assistant Treasurer, Elyne Padmore 
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