
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please join us on Tuesday, December 29 at 7:00pm for Evening Prayer, Rite Two, 
led by Edwina Martin. 

Note: We invite you to light a candle 

 
Leader:  I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel; my heart teaches me, night after 

night. I have set the Lord always before me; because he is at my right hand, I 
shall not fall.    Psalm 16:7,8 

 
THE CONFESSION OF SIN 
Leader:  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Silence may be kept. 
 

All:  Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For 
the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that 
we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
Name. Amen. 

 
Leader:  Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep 
us in eternal life.  

All:  Amen. 
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THE INVITATORY AND PSALTER 
Leader:  O God, make speed to save us. 
All: O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 

Please recite together. 
 

O GRACIOUS LIGHT:  PHOS HILARON 
O gracious light, pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, O Jesus 
Christ, holy and blessed! Now as we come to the setting of the sun, and our eyes 
behold the vesper light, we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit. 
 

You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, O Son of God, O Giver 
of Life, and to be glorified through all the worlds. 
 
TODAY’S APPOINTED PSALM AND LESSONS 
 
PSALM 18: 21-50 
 
21  
 For I have kept the ways of the Lord, 
 and have not wickedly departed from my God. 
22  
 For all his ordinances were before me, 
 and his statutes I did not put away from me. 
23  
 I was blameless before him, 
 and I kept myself from guilt. 
24  
 Therefore the Lord has recompensed me according to my righteousness, 
 according to the cleanness of my hands in his sight. 
25  
 With the loyal you show yourself loyal; 
 with the blameless you show yourself blameless; 
26  
 with the pure you show yourself pure; 
 and with the crooked you show yourself perverse. 
27  
 For you deliver a humble people, 
 but the haughty eyes you bring down. 
28  
 It is you who light my lamp; 
 the Lord, my God, lights up my darkness. 
 



29  
 By you I can crush a troop, 
 and by my God I can leap over a wall. 
30  
 This God—his way is perfect; 
 the promise of the Lord proves true; 
 he is a shield for all who take refuge in him. 
31  
 For who is God except the Lord? 
 And who is a rock besides our God?— 
32  
 the God who girded me with strength, 
 and made my way safe. 
33  
 He made my feet like the feet of a deer, 
 and set me secure on the heights. 
34  
 He trains my hands for war, 
 so that my arms can bend a bow of bronze. 
35  
 You have given me the shield of your salvation, 
 and your right hand has supported me; 
 your help has made me great. 
36  
 You gave me a wide place for my steps under me, 
 and my feet did not slip. 
37  
 I pursued my enemies and overtook them; 
 and did not turn back until they were consumed. 
38  
 I struck them down, so that they were not able to rise; 
 they fell under my feet. 
39  
 For you girded me with strength for the battle; 
 you made my assailants sink under me. 
40  
 You made my enemies turn their backs to me, 
 and those who hated me I destroyed. 
41  
 They cried for help, but there was no one to save them; 
 they cried to the Lord, but he did not answer them. 
42  
 I beat them fine, like dust before the wind; 
 I cast them out like the mire of the streets. 
  



43  
 You delivered me from strife with the peoples; 
 you made me head of the nations; 
 people whom I had not known served me. 
44  
 As soon as they heard of me they obeyed me; 
 foreigners came cringing to me. 
45  
 Foreigners lost heart, 
 and came trembling out of their strongholds. 
46  
 The Lord lives! Blessed be my rock, 
 and exalted be the God of my salvation, 
47  
 the God who gave me vengeance 
 and subdued peoples under me; 
48  
 who delivered me from my enemies; 
 indeed, you exalted me above my adversaries; 
 you delivered me from the violent. 
49  
 For this I will extol you, O Lord, among the nations, 
 and sing praises to your name. 
50  
 Great triumphs he gives to his king, 
 and shows steadfast love to his anointed, 
 to David and his descendants for ever. 
 
THE FIRST LESSON: A READING FROM THE BOOK OF THE PROPHET ISAIAH 12: 1-6 
You will say on that day: I will give thanks to you, O Lord, for though you were angry 
with me, your anger turned away, and you comforted me. 
 
Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid, for the Lord God is my 
strength and my might; he has become my salvation. 
 
With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. And you will say on that day: 
Give thanks to the Lord, call on his name; make known his deeds among the nations; 
proclaim that his name is exalted. 
 
Sing praises to the Lord, for he has done gloriously; let this be known in all the earth. 
Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One of 
Israel. 
 
Leader:  The Word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
  



Please recite together. 
 

THE SONG OF SIMEON:  NUNC DIMITTIS, LUKE 2:29-32  
 

Lord, you now have set your servant free * 
    to go in peace as you have promised; 
For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, * 
    whom you have prepared for all the world to see: 
A Light to enlighten the nations, * 
    and the glory of your people Israel. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
THE SECOND LESSON:  A READING FROM REVELATION 1: 1-8 
The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his servants what must soon 
take place; he made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, who testified to 
the word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he saw. 
 
Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of the prophecy, and blessed are those 
who hear and who keep what is written in it; for the time is near. 
 
John to the seven churches that are in Asia: 
 
Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the 
seven spirits who are before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. 
 
To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made us to be a 
kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
 
Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; 
and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. So it is to be. Amen. 
 
‘I am the Alpha and the Omega’, says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty. 
 
Leader:  The Word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
A READING FROM THE GOSPEL OF JOHN 7: 37-52 
On the last day of the festival, the great day, while Jesus was standing there, he cried 
out, ‘Let anyone who is thirsty come to me, and let the one who believes in me drink. As 
the scripture has said, “Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living water.” ’ Now 
he said this about the Spirit, which believers in him were to receive; for as yet there was 
no Spirit, because Jesus was not yet glorified. 
 
When they heard these words, some in the crowd said, ‘This is really the prophet.’ Others 
said, ‘This is the Messiah.’ But some asked, ‘Surely the Messiah does not come from 



Galilee, does he? Has not the scripture said that the Messiah is descended from David 
and comes from Bethlehem, the village where David lived?’ So there was a division in the 
crowd because of him. Some of them wanted to arrest him, but no one laid hands on him. 
 
Then the temple police went back to the chief priests and Pharisees, who asked them, 
‘Why did you not arrest him?’ The police answered, ‘Never has anyone spoken like this!’ 
Then the Pharisees replied, ‘Surely you have not been deceived too, have you? Has any 
one of the authorities or of the Pharisees believed in him? But this crowd, which does not 
know the law—they are accursed.’ Nicodemus, who had gone to Jesus before, and who 
was one of them, asked, ‘Our law does not judge people without first giving them a hearing 
to find out what they are doing, does it?’ They replied, ‘Surely you are not also from 
Galilee, are you? Search and you will see that no prophet is to arise from Galilee. 
 
Leader:  The Word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 

**  REFLECTIONS ON THE READINGS  ** 
 
Please recite together. 
 

THE APOSTLES' CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS 
Leader:  The Lord be with you. 
All:  And also with you. 
Leader:  Let us pray. 
 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 



SUFFRAGE A 
V.     Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R.     And grant us your salvation. 
V.     Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
R.     Let your people sing with joy. 
V.     Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R.     For only in you can we live in safety. 
V.     Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
R.     And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
V.     Let your way be known upon earth; 
R.     Your saving health among all nations. 
V.     Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R.     Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
V.     Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R.     And sustain us by your Holy Spirit. 
 
A PRAYER FOR OUR COUNTRY:  

Leader: Almighty God, who hast given us this good land for our heritage: We humbly 
beseech thee that we may always prove ourselves a people mindful of thy favor 
and glad to do thy will. Bless our land with honorable industry, sound learning, 
and pure manners. Save us from violence, discord, and confusion; from pride 
and arrogance, and from every evil way. Defend our liberties, and fashion into 
one united people the multitudes brought hither out of many kindreds and 
tongues. Endue with the spirit of wisdom those to whom in thy Name we entrust 
the authority of government, that there may be justice and peace at home, and 
that, through obedience to thy law, we may show forth thy praise among the 
nations of the earth. In the time of prosperity, fill our hearts with thankfulness, 
and in the day of trouble, suffer not our trust in thee to fail; all which we ask 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

All:  Amen. 
 
A PRAYER FOR PROTECTION:  
Leader: O God, the life of all who live, the light of the faithful, the strength of those who 

labor, and the repose of the dead: We thank you for the blessings of the day 
that is past, and humbly ask for your protection through the coming night. Bring 
us in safety to the morning hours; through him who died and rose again for us, 
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ. 

All:  Amen. 
  
  



A PRAYER FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE:  
Leader: Almighty God, who created us in your image: Grant us grace fearlessly to 

contend against evil and to make no peace with oppression; and, that we may 
reverently use our freedom, help us to employ it in the maintenance of justice 
in our communities and among the nations, to the glory of your holy Name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

All:  Amen. 
 
A PRAYER FOR THE HUMAN FAMILY:  
All: O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus 

your Son: Look with compassion on the whole human family; take away 
the arrogance and hatred which infect our hearts; break down the walls 
that separate us; unite us in bonds of love; and work through our struggle 
and confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; that, in your good 
time, all nations and races may serve you in harmony around your 
heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Leader:  Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and 

give your angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give 
rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield 
the joyous; and all for your love's sake.  

All:  Amen. 
 

** Friends, who can we pray for tonight? Let us offer up our intercessions & 
thanksgivings  ** 

 
• Prayers for the reposed souls of all who have died from Covid-19. We pray for their 

grieving families. 
• Prayers for Mother Rhoda, Arthur Ellwell, Trevor Chase, Jennifer Sprosty, John 

Owens, Fr. Free, Nelly Johnson, Rev. Roslyn Dimerson, Maggie White, Violet 
Cheeks the McCrimmon family and all those on our prayer list and for all those 
who may be suffering in mind, body and spirit. 

• Prayers for all those who may feel alone, hopeless or in despair 
• Prayers for all school students, teachers, principals, school staff and parents during 

these challenging times. 
• Prayers for all who are without a job, source of income or food insecurity 
• Prayers for our St. John’s and Canterbury House family  
 
  



THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING: 
All: Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you 

humble thanks for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all 
whom you have made. We bless you for our creation, preservation, and 
all the blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love in 
the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of 
grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness 
of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your 
praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to 
your service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness 
all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the 
Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

 
A PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM: 
Leader: Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make 

our common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-
beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will 
be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may 
be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age 
to come life everlasting.  

All: Amen. 
 
Leader: Let us bless the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Leader:  Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can 

ask or imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and 
in Christ Jesus for ever and ever.  

          Ephesians 3:20,21 
All: Amen.    
 
 
 

 
 

Have a restful night! 


