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Please join us on Thursday, July 30 from 7:00 PM-7:30 PM for Evening Prayer, Rite One, 
led by Rick Rowe! We look forward to having you join us. 

Note: We invite you to light a candle or candles during Evening Prayer. 
___________________________________________________________ 

 

CONFERENCE CALL: (978) 990-5000; PASSCODE: 893082 

 
Leader: Thine is the day, O God, thine also the night; thou hast established the moon and the sun. Thou 

hast fixed all the boundaries of the earth; thou hast made summer and winter. 

Psalm 74:15,16 

Confession of Sin 

Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God. 

Silence may be kept. 

Leader and People (together):Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred and strayed from thy 

ways like lost sheep, we have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts, we have 

offended against thy holy laws, we have left undone those things which we ought to have done, 

and we have done those things which we ought not to have done. But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 

spare thou those who confess their faults, restore thou those who are penitent, according to thy promises 

declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord; and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, that we 

may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen. 

Leader: The Almighty and merciful Lord grant us absolution and remission of all our sins, true 

repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of his Holy Spirit.   Amen. 

The Invitatory and Psalter 

Officiant O God, make speed to save us. 

People O Lord, make haste to help us. 
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Matthew 5:16: In the same way, let your light shine before others, 

so that they may see your good works and give glory to your 

Father who is in heaven. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5%3A16&version=ESV
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Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will 

be for ever. Amen. 

O Gracious Light     Phos hilaron 

O gracious Light, pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 

Now as we come to the setting of the sun, and our eyes behold the vesper light, we sing thy praises, O God: 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Thou art worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, O Son of God, O 

Giver of life, and to be glorified through all the worlds. 

 
The Appointed Psalm and Lessons 
 

Psalm 74, Ut quid, Deus? (read responsively) 

 

1 O God, why have you utterly cast us off? *why is your wrath so hot against the sheep of your pasture? 

 

2 Remember your congregation that you purchased long ago, *the tribe you redeemed to be your 

inheritance, and Mount Zion where you dwell. 

 

3 Turn your steps toward the endless ruins; *the enemy has laid waste everything in your sanctuary. 

 

4 Your adversaries roared in your holy place; *they set up their banners as tokens of victory. 

 

5 They were like men coming up with axes to a grove of trees; *they broke down all your carved work 

with hatchets and hammers. 

 

6 They set fire to your holy place; *they defiled the dwelling-place of your Name and razed it to the 

ground. 

 

7 They said to themselves, "Let us destroy them altogether." *They burned down all the meeting-places 

of God in the land. 

 

8 There are no signs for us to see; there is no prophet left; *there is not one among us who knows 

how long. 

 

9 How long, O God, will the adversary scoff? * will the enemy blaspheme your Name for ever? 

 

10 Why do you draw back your hand? * why is your right hand hidden in your bosom? 

 

11 Yet God is my King from ancient times, * victorious in the midst of the earth. 

 

12 You divided the sea by your might * and shattered the heads of the dragons upon the waters; 

 

13 You crushed the heads of Leviathan * and gave him to the people of the desert for food. 

 

14 You split open spring and torrent; * you dried up ever-flowing rivers. 
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15 Yours is the day, yours also the night; * you established the moon and the sun. 

 

16 You fixed all the boundaries of the earth; * you made both summer and winter. 

 

17 Remember, O Lord, how the enemy scoffed, * how a foolish people despised your Name. 

 

18 Do not hand over the life of your dove to wild beasts; * never forget the lives of your poor. 

 

19 Look upon your covenant; *  the dark places of the earth are haunts of violence. 

 

20 Let not the oppressed turn away ashamed; * let the poor and needy praise your Name. 

 

21 Arise, O God, maintain your cause; * remember how fools revile you all day long. 

 

22 Forget not the clamor of your adversaries, * the unending tumult of those who rise up against 

you. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will 

be for ever. Amen. 

 

The First Lesson: A Reading from Judges 4:4-23 (Agnes) 

4 At that time Deborah, a prophetess, wife of Lappidoth, was judging Israel. 5She used to sit under the palm 

of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim; and the Israelites came up to her for 

judgement. 6She sent and summoned Barak son of Abinoam from Kedesh in Naphtali, and said to him, 

‘The LORD, the God of Israel, commands you, “Go, take position at Mount Tabor, bringing ten thousand 

from the tribe of Naphtali and the tribe of Zebulun. 7I will draw out Sisera, the general of Jabin’s army, to 

meet you by the Wadi Kishon with his chariots and his troops; and I will give him into your hand.” ’ 8Barak 

said to her, ‘If you will go with me, I will go; but if you will not go with me, I will not go.’ 9And she said, 

‘I will surely go with you; nevertheless, the road on which you are going will not lead to your glory, for 

the LORD will sell Sisera into the hand of a woman.’ Then Deborah got up and went with Barak to 

Kedesh. 10Barak summoned Zebulun and Naphtali to Kedesh; and ten thousand warriors went up behind 

him; and Deborah went up with him. 

 

11 Now Heber the Kenite had separated from the other Kenites,* that is, the descendants of Hobab the 

father-in-law of Moses, and had encamped as far away as Elon-bezaanannim, which is near Kedesh. 

12 When Sisera was told that Barak son of Abinoam had gone up to Mount Tabor, 13Sisera called out all 

his chariots, nine hundred chariots of iron, and all the troops who were with him, from Harosheth-ha-goiim 

to the Wadi Kishon. 14Then Deborah said to Barak, ‘Up! For this is the day on which the LORD has given 

Sisera into your hand. The LORD is indeed going out before you.’ So Barak went down from Mount Tabor 

with ten thousand warriors following him. 15And the LORD threw Sisera and all his chariots and all his 

army into a panic* before Barak; Sisera got down from his chariot and fled away on foot, 16while Barak 

pursued the chariots and the army to Harosheth-ha-goiim. All the army of Sisera fell by the sword; no one 

was left. 

 

17 Now Sisera had fled away on foot to the tent of Jael wife of Heber the Kenite; for there was peace 

between King Jabin of Hazor and the clan of Heber the Kenite. 18Jael came out to meet Sisera, and said to 

him, ‘Turn aside, my lord, turn aside to me; have no fear.’ So he turned aside to her into the tent, and she 

covered him with a rug. 19Then he said to her, ‘Please give me a little water to drink; for I am thirsty.’ So 

she opened a skin of milk and gave him a drink and covered him. 20He said to her, ‘Stand at the entrance 
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of the tent, and if anybody comes and asks you, “Is anyone here?” say, “No.” ’ 21But Jael wife of Heber 

took a tent-peg, and took a hammer in her hand, and went softly to him and drove the peg into his temple, 

until it went down into the ground—he was lying fast asleep from weariness—and he died. 22Then, as 

Barak came in pursuit of Sisera, Jael went out to meet him, and said to him, ‘Come, and I will show you 

the man whom you are seeking.’ So he went into her tent; and there was Sisera lying dead, with the tent-

peg in his temple. 

 

23 So on that day God subdued King Jabin of Canaan before the Israelites. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

The Song of Mary    Magnificat,  Luke 1:46-55 

My soul doth magnify the Lord, * 

    and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior. 

For he hath regarded * 

    the lowliness of his handmaiden. 

For behold from henceforth * 

    all generations shall call me blessed. 

For he that is mighty hath magnified me, * 

    and holy is his Name. 

And his mercy is on them that fear him * 

    throughout all generations. 

He hath showed strength with his arm; * 

    he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

He hath put down the mighty from their seat, * 

    and hath exalted the humble and meek. 

He hath filled the hungry with good things, * 

    and the rich he hath sent empty away. 

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel, * 

    as he promised to our forefathers, 

    Abraham and his seed for ever. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Second Lesson: A Reading from Acts 1:15-26 

15 In those days Peter stood up among the believers* (together the crowd numbered about one hundred and 

twenty people) and said, 16‘Friends,* the scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through David 

foretold concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who arrested Jesus— 17for he was numbered 

among us and was allotted his share in this ministry.’ 18(Now this man acquired a field with the reward of 

his wickedness; and falling headlong,* he burst open in the middle and all his bowels gushed out. 19This 

became known to all the residents of Jerusalem, so that the field was called in their language Hakeldama, 

that is, Field of Blood.) 20‘For it is written in the book of Psalms, 

“Let his homestead become desolate, 

   and let there be no one to live in it”; 

and 

“Let another take his position of overseer.” 
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21So one of the men who have accompanied us throughout the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out 

among us, 22beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from us—one of these 

must become a witness with us to his resurrection.’ 23So they proposed two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who 

was also known as Justus, and Matthias. 24Then they prayed and said, ‘Lord, you know everyone’s heart. 

Show us which one of these two you have chosen 25to take the place* in this ministry and apostleship from 

which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.’ 26And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias; 

and he was added to the eleven apostles. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The Reading from Matthew 27:55-66 (Rick) 

55 Many women were also there, looking on from a distance; they had followed Jesus from Galilee and 

had provided for him. 56Among them were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James and Joseph, 

and the mother of the sons of Zebedee. 

 

57 When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who was also a disciple 

of Jesus. 58He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus; then Pilate ordered it to be given to him. 59So 

Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen cloth 60and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had 

hewn in the rock. He then rolled a great stone to the door of the tomb and went away. 61Mary Magdalene 

and the other Mary were there, sitting opposite the tomb. 

 

62 The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered before 

Pilate 63and said, ‘Sir, we remember what that impostor said while he was still alive, “After three days I 

will rise again.” 64Therefore command that the tomb be made secure until the third day; otherwise his 

disciples may go and steal him away, and tell the people, “He has been raised from the dead”, and the last 

deception would be worse than the first.’ 65Pilate said to them, ‘You have a guard* of soldiers; go, make it 

as secure as you can.’* 66So they went with the guard and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

The Song of Simeon     Nunc dimittis          Luke 2:29-32 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, * 

    according to thy word; 

For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, * 

    which thou hast prepared before the face of all people, 

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, * 

    and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

The Apostles' Creed (together) 
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I believe in God, the Father almighty,  maker of heaven and earth; 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; 

    who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 

    born of the Virgin Mary, 

    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

    was crucified, dead, and buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead. 

    He ascended into heaven, 

    and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

    From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, 

    the holy catholic Church, 

    the communion of saints, 

    the forgiveness of sins, 

    the resurrection of the body, 

    and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers 

Leader The Lord be with you. 

People And with thy Spirit. 

Leader Let us pray. 

Leader and People 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

    for ever and ever. Amen. 

Suffrage B 

That this evening may be holy,good, and peaceful, 

We entreat thee, O Lord. 

That thy holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill, 

We entreat thee, O Lord. 

That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses, 

We entreat thee, O Lord. 

That there may be peace to thy Church and to the whole world, 

We entreat thee, O Lord. 
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That we may depart this life in thy faith and fear, and not be condemned before the great judgment seat 

of Christ, 

We entreat thee, O Lord. 

That we may be bound together by thy Holy Spirit in the communion of all thy saints, entrusting one 

another and all our life to Christ, 

We entreat thee, O Lord. 

 

A Prayer for Aid against Perils 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from all perils and 

dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

A Collect for Protection 

O God, who art the life of all who live, the light of the faithful, the strength of those who labor, and the 

repose of the dead: We thank thee for the timely blessings of the day, and humbly beseech thy merciful 

protection all the night. Bring us, we pray thee, in safety to the morning hours; through him who died for 

us and rose again, thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

A Collect for the Presence of Christ 

Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day is past; be our companion in the way, kindle 

our hearts, and awaken hope, that we may know thee as thou art revealed in Scripture and the breaking of 

bread.  Grant this for the sake of thy love.  Amen. 

 

Leader: Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your 

angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying, 

soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your love's sake. Amen. 

**Let us offer up intercessions and thanksgivings** 

The General Thanksgiving (together) 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we thine unworthy servants do give thee most humble and hearty 

thanks for all thy goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all men. 

We bless thee for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for thine 

inestimable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for 

the hope of glory.  

 

And, we beseech thee, give us that due sense of all thy mercies, that our hearts may be unfeignedly 

thankful; and that we show forth thy praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our 

selves to thy service, and by walking before thee in holiness and righteousness all our days; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world 

without end.  Amen. 

 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 

Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplication 

unto thee; and hast promised through thy well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in 

his Name thou wilt be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of thy servants 

as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth, and in the world to come life 

everlasting.     Amen. 
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Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of the Holy 

Spirit.     Amen. Romans 15:13 

 

God’s Grace, Peace and Love be with you always! 
Have a restful night. 

 


